Porsche prototype 902   serial number:  13394

While most of the Porsche collectors know the 901 as the prototype to the 911 and also as the very first production cars, few seem to know the prototype 902.  It is the sister car to the 901 and was only produced as a prototype, and where the 901 had the new 6 cylinder engine, the 902 was fitted with the existing 4 cylinder of the 356 SC with 95 HP.   
The 912 that was introduced on the market in May 1965, was the result of the development of the 902, and came first with a detuned engine to 90 HP and the classic 4 speed gearbox, the 5 speed being optional.
901 and 902 prototypes are very rare survivors today.   Records show that 10 prototypes 902 were built and 5 prototypes 902.  All prototypes had a 5 digit serial number starting with 13… and a series of these numbers was especially reserved for the Research Department.   The oldest and most known and famous prototype is the “Barbarossa” car and it looks very similar to this 902 sn. 13394.
Of all prototypes only 3 (maybe 4) were equipped with a special sunroof.  So was this 902 and Barbarossa.   Whereas the 356 T6 sunroof models all had an electrical operated sunroof that when opening comes down and slides to the rear, the prototypes were fitted with a manually operated sunroof.  A crank handle was mounted towards the rear of the sunroof, and when operated the sunroof tilts up and slides forward !   Because of its unusual sunroof design, this car has, concealed behind the headliner,  hand-formed wooden platforms for the sun visors and one for the interior mirror.    ‘Butzi’ Porsche wanted to experiment with the system to allow more head room for tall drivers.  It was Porsche’s chief engineer Komenda who opposed to the system and refused working with it.   So the sunroof became power operated sliding toward the rear in the production cars.
Several Coachbuilders have built prototype:  we know Karmann, Reutter, Porsche, Haüsele and possibly others made bodies.   When 13394 was being restored, the restorer went to the factory department to take information.  He was very welcome in the research department and received as much assistance as possible,  but he was not allowed to make copies.
Prototypes were hand crafted and differed in many ways from the production cars.  The front fenders were a little more flat in form, and were welded onto the cowl.  There was no beading or piping between the body and the fenders, which were in any case not interchangeable with production parts.   The sills were slightly different and did not carry any deco strips.
There were also differences in the steering and the front suspension, but more obvious is are the differences in the interior.  The dash board has a small display of 3 instruments which are of the 356 carrera style.  It has a different form and lay-out and is painted, not covered with vynil.  It is obvious that different styling exercises were used on this car’s dash board lay-out.   The detailing is very nice, including the ash tray, the nice period Blaupunkt radio and the glove box.
Also in evidence is a hand-cut steering lock, suggesting that such devices were tested on this vehicle.  Much of the interior still is 356 style such as the seats and door panels.  
In the truck there are six sturdy hooks, two fastened to each of the inner fenders wells, and two attached to the latch plate, which is also different from the production cars.  The hooks are held in place with sheet metal screws, indicating that this was the first car so equipped.   A few later cars have similar hooks welded in position.    Members of the factory vehicle research team who were active during the 901/902 development, state that they often fitted (especially) the 4 cylinder prototypes with extra fuel containers in the truck for long distance testing , and these hooks were to fix the containers.   With more fuel on board, the prototype cars did not have to stop at gas stations, avoiding the looks, questions and pictures of curious people.
While the exact disposition of every 902 prototype is unknown, it is known that some were destroyed in testing,  some were scrapped by the factory, and a few were sold to employees .  The advent of the long wheel base model  (the B series) marked the end to this car’s usefulness to the Research Department.   Factory records (kardex) show that the car was sold to a private person, Uwe Nemes in May of 1967.   Nemes registered the car in Gerlingen (plate nr: LEO-AY5)
After a lon time of enjoying the car, the 902 was sold and shipped to the USA where it continued its life as a normal road car.  It was purchased by famous East coast Porsche dealer and racing specialist Porsche Brumos.   Brumos commissioned a top quality level restoration and showed it at the Amelia Island Concourse of Elegance, where it took first in class.   It was discovered by a Porsche enthusiast of Massachuses who purchased the car in 2006.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We were able to acquire the car just very recently now, and the 902 joined us on November 20th.
It is remarkable that the car still retains so many of its original components, including the original factory 356 SC type engine, documented by the kardex.  The engine numbers indicates that the engine came out of production around April 1964.  Very unusual as well is the fact that this 902 was equipped with the new 5 speed gearbox as it would be available optionally on the 911.
This 902 is historically an important car.  It was part of the development of the 911/912 cars and knowing that the 912 – 4 cylinders cars probably saved Porsche from bankruptcy it really deserves an important place with the Porsche collector.  About twice as much 912 were sold to the 911 during the 4 years of production.   It helped Porsche to overcome the gap in production that was created by the too expensive 911 that put Porsche into trouble.  Without these 902, we may not have had Porsches today..
13394 is the only 902 that survives in this excellent condition.  A second car 902 – non sunroof car - is located, however in a sorry state and needing full restoration.   ° 13394 definitely is an opportunity now, probably a ‘once in a lifetime’ situation.
We have made about 200 pictures of the this fascinating car in its superb restored condition.  
Interested parties are requested to take personal contact with me et:
++32.93.61.24.89  ask for Dirk Libeert 
